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النسيج العمراني

والاتصالالحركةوشبكاتالبينيةالفراغاتنظاممجموعهو

نيةالبيوالفراغاتومعابرهاالحركةوشبكاتالمساراتلغةوهو

.مانطاقفي
The city is composed of 
urban tissues. 
Are constituted by a set of 
elements: 
• urban form—streets
• plots and buildings

Combined in a specific
way, originating
different types of
tissues

Ref.: mitpress.mit.edu

Adapted by the Author
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ELEMENTS OF URBAN CHARACTER

1- Types of Urban Fabric

Levels of Urban Fabric

Land Blocks

مربعات قطع الاراضي

Streets

شبكات الحركة
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ELEMENTS OF URBAN CHARACTER

Irregular Tissue
• Irregular Streets.

• It has no clear direction.

• Its main streets are

branched into main and

secondary paths.

• In old districts.

Regular Tissue
• Regular Streets.

• It has a clear direction.

Pattern of Street Network

Ref.: س، إشكالية النسيج والطابع. ن، التوني. عبد القادر

Adapted by the Author

Classification of the Urban Fabric according to Street 

Networks:
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ELEMENTS OF URBAN CHARACTER

Streets

Molecules   الجزيئات

Or
Cells       الخلايا

Ref.: س، إشكالية النسيج والطابع. ن، التوني. عبد القادر

Adapted by the Author
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ELEMENTS OF URBAN CHARACTER

Ref.: س، إشكالية النسيج والطابع. ن، التوني. عبد القادر

Adapted by the Author
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ELEMENTS OF URBAN CHARACTER

Ref.: س، إشكالية النسيج والطابع. ن، التوني. عبد القادر
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ELEMENTS OF URBAN CHARACTER

Ref.: س، إشكالية النسيج والطابع. ن، التوني. عبد القادر
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ELEMENTS OF URBAN CHARACTER

Ref.: س، إشكالية النسيج والطابع. ن، التوني. عبد القادر
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ELEMENTS OF URBAN CHARACTER

Point TissueLinear TissueCompact Tissue
Ref.: س، إشكالية النسيج والطابع. ن، التوني. عبد القادر

Adapted by the Author
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ELEMENTS OF URBAN CHARACTER

Ref.: س، إشكالية النسيج والطابع. ن، التوني. عبد القادر

Definition of 
Zones

• Zone (B)= Built Zone.

• Zone (O)= Open Zone.

• Zone (O/B)= Open/Built Zone.
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ELEMENTS OF URBAN CHARACTER

Ref.: س، إشكالية النسيج والطابع. ن، التوني. عبد القادر Definition of Zones

• Zone (01)= open spaces and street

network.

• Zone (02)= semi public & semi private

spaces

• Zone (03)= private spaces (only for

pedestrian)
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ELEMENTS OF URBAN CHARACTER

Example (1) Example (2)
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ELEMENTS OF URBAN CHARACTER

Ref.: س، إشكالية النسيج والطابع. ن، التوني. عبد القادر

Adapted by the Author

Zones on compact tissue Zones on linear tissue Zones on point tissue
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URBAN FORM

2- The Elements of Urban Form

The Natural Context

Relationships between urban forms 
and natural context

Venice, Italy Varanasi, India The urban forms
of this Indian city
seem to touch the
river, the life of its
inhabitants is
inseparable from
the Ganges River

Ref.: eng.Wikipedia.org

Adapted by the Author

Ref.: eng.Wikipedia.org

Adapted by the Author
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URBAN FORM

2- The Elements of Urban Form

The Streets System

There is a wide variety of streets, with
different shapes and sizes, with different
ways of relating with the other streets in
the surroundings, and also with different
urban functions.

Different streets in different cities

Broadway, intersection with the 5th Avenue, in New Yorkthe Champs Elysées in Paris
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URBAN FORM

2- The Elements of Urban Form

The Plots System

Is one of the most important elements of urban
form, separating the public domain and the
private domain.

An important element in the description and 
explanation of the physical form of the city is:
• The dimension of its street blocks.
• The number of plots per street block.
• How is each plot related with the street.

The plots system of a whole city, central Pingyao
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URBAN FORM

2- The Elements of Urban Form

The Buildings System

Building Types:

Commercial

Residential

Political

…etc.



Dr. Mona Y. Shedid 20

URBAN FORM

2- The Elements of Urban Form

The Buildings System

Building Character 

ChicagoDubai Nubia

Tunisia

Ref.: arabianbuisniss.com

Adapted by the Author
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URBAN FORM

Ref.: س، إشكالية النسيج والطابع. ن، التوني. عبد القادر

Adapted by the Author

Relationship between
Buildings and Urban
Spaces
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URBAN FORM

Ref.: س، إشكالية النسيج والطابع. ن، التوني. عبد القادر

Adapted by the Author

Relationship between
Buildings and Urban
Spaces



Architecture Character…
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DEFINITION OF ARCHITECTURE CHARACTER

Ref.: eng.Wikipedia.org

Adapted by the Author
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DEFINITION OF ARCHITECTURE CHARACTER

مصفوفة الطابع المعماري

Openings Entrances Details Colors Texture Rhythm Skyline



Examples…
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REFERENCES

ALL THE RIGHTS BELONG TO ORIGINAL 

AUTHORS 

The references to multiple sources are text & figures 

(sketches, drawings, pictures, photos,..etc.)



ASSIGNMENT #6….
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Assignment #6

Each group should study the urban fabric of a new 

neighborhood in Egypt.

Assignment #6 submission is next week in a Hard-copy (A2)

format as well as Soft copy.



THANK YOU…

Dr. Mona Y. Shedid 36

ANY QUESTIONS???


